SOCIAL AMBITIONS

'Dorine/ said Toinette suddenly, when she heard the iron
knocker announcing Crebillon's arrival, 'when I am Queen,
I will give Monsieur Crebillon a pension.'

'Mercy!' cried Dorine, a little taken aback, 'Queen,
Mademoiselle? Why, Her Majesty is still very much alive and
has already given ten babies to the nation/

'That is as it may be,5 said Toinette in a cold voice, her tiny
face becoming hard and set. 'I will be Queen. I know:
Madame Le Bon said so. Give me my fichu, Dorine, and tell
Monsieur Crebillon I am ready to receive him/
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